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(hear it from the moose’s mouth at:

http://www.maine.gov/ifw/hunttrap/moosehunting/index.htm )

In 2006 the Economist reports “Moose-hunting 

Maine's mania
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The quest for trophies in the frozen north

“MOOSE!” The magic word came about nine hours after the day's 4am start, and the hunter hopped out of the pick-up and loaded his .300 Magnum rifle. The target, a young bull, was grazing on brush in a field nearly a quarter of a mile away, against the spectacular red-gold backdrop of the autumn Maine hills. This moose was in luck: its life was spared. “Let's go find one with a bigger rack,” said the trip's leader, Sean Lizotte of Allagash Guide Service, after peering through his binoculars.
This week has not been pleasant for Maine's 29,000 moose, revered as a symbol of the state. More than 1,000 hunters are roaming the northern woods, eager to bring home trophy antlers and freezers full of meat. The shooters had until September 30th to get their beast. This particular time is ideal because the moose are in rut, but a second week of hunting takes place in mid-October. About three-quarters of hunters succeed in bagging a moose, and roadside weigh-stations in northern Maine are festooned with their dangling carcasses.
Killing a moose is far easier than getting permission to do so. Many people wait a lifetime to take a crack. This year there were more than 65,000 applications for permits—more than twice the number of moose in the state. Only 2,825 won the “lottery”, which is such a big deal that names of the winners are read on the radio and printed in the local newspaper. Even children aged ten, who can legally hunt in Maine, enter their names. Pursuing a moose is a family affair in any case, with sometimes half a dozen people, including children, driving round with the hunter.
The sport has changed in recent years. From 1945 to 1980 moose-hunting was banned because the animals were scarce. Years of careful regulation have paid off—and in 1999, in an effort to manage its moose population better, Maine increased the number of permits by a third. Moose-hunting also got easier last year, when electronic calls—which simulate the moose's grating bellow—were allowed for the first time. 
Curiously, the sport flourishes on the back of Maine's biggest industry, timber. Moose prefer to dine on young hardwoods, such as poplar or maple, which grow in areas that have recently been clear-cut (they also like to munch broccoli in central Maine's farm areas). So the top hunting grounds lie on private land, along a mesh of logging roads. Landowners charge a nominal access fee, and allowing hunting is good public relations for the timber companies.
The sport does not end with the death of the moose. Maine is full of horror stories of people unable to lug out the animals after the kill. Moose can weigh 1,000lb, or 455 kilos, even after being gutted (it is best to leave the entrails in the woods). The timber industry helps out by lending skidders, which are normally used to haul logs. Meat-cutters spring into action too. Mr Lizotte shot a moose last year and sliced it up himself. A year later his family is dining on moose at least twice a week—and still has quite a bit left.
---------------previously I had stated that:

The State of Maine auctions moose hunting permits annually.10 In recent years Maine has

offered five permits through its annual auction. Unlike the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep which auctions permits to hunt big-horn sheep (typically for $50,000 a pop), the Maine auction uses a discriminative auction in which bidders submit their bids via mail. After the auction takes place, Maine holds a random lottery for the remaining moose hunting permits, typically about 2000 per year. The Maine auction procedure has the advantage over the Foundation auction in that it yields bid data for all those participating in the auction. 
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