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More recently, there have been a series of studies that exploit randomized voucher lotteries to estimate the effect of attending a private school. The Milwaukee

voucher program, offering vouchers to a limited number of low-income students to attend one of  three private nonsectarian schools in the district, is the most prominent of these. Analyses of this program obtain sharply conflicting estimates of the impact on achievement depending upon the assumptions made to deal with selective attrition of lottery losers from the sample (Witte, Sterr et al. 1995; Green, Peterson et al. 1997; Witte 1997; Rouse 1998). Although in theory randomization provides an ideal context for the evaluation of school choice, in the Milwaukee case less than half of the unsuccessful applicants returned to the public schools and those who did return were from less educated, lower income families (Witte 1997)
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