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Parent challenges school that chooses its pupils 'by lottery'
A. LABOUR-RUN authority is facing two legal challenges over the way it allocates school places.
Lancashire County Council is accused of selecting pupils at one secondary by 'bingo-style lottery’ and discriminat​ing against Catholics at another.

Parents who are taking separate test cases to court say such procedures are unlawful.
One    case    involves 11 -year-old Christopher Visser. who was refused a place at Habergham High, close to his home In Burnley. His father An​drew says the decision was based on a system of random selection,
"They are using bingo-style lotteries to allocate places' he added. 'I be​lieve they are acting against Government guidelines'.
In Blackpool, ten-year-old Catholic James Foster was refused a place at non-denominational
Highfiekl high school, allegedly because Catholics are given lowest priority. ‘It to blatant discrimina​tion,' said his mother Louise.
The council says ran​dom selection at Habergham High gives pupils from a wide area an equal chance of a place. And be​cause Cathouc schools can reserve their places for children of that faith, it was trying to redress the balance by giving non-Catholics priority for non-denominational places.

Daily Mail 12 May 1994

Footnote from Martin Wainwright 1 Mar 2007:

“It's great to have so much discussion at the mo, prompted by Brighton & Hove, but one cautionary note.  The lottery in Brighton is generally seen as the 'least worst' option (which I have to admit is my own view on the whole) rather than something of special merit in itself.  I would argue that this was also the case when the same scheme was used in Burnley and Ormskirk in the 1990s and early 2000s. The two schools involved there were ex-grammars which had previously had a selective 'all-area' catchment and suffered particularly from the change to 'nearest to the gates' (suffered in terms of local discontent). The scheme was never wildly popular but was accepted (rightly) as the fairest solution. It is no longer used because of changes to both schools and their pupil numbers.

Incidentally, I was making some calls about this yesterday in my Guardian role and the Lancashire experience has been almost completely forgotten, even by Lancashire county council which had to do quite some digging to check on the details. The Department for Education and Skills was aware, but not in much detail. The BBC and others said Brighton & Hove was a first. We thus had a mainly hypothetical discussion in the media about an idea which has already been tested - and indeed subjected to judicial review in 1992-3 after some Burnley parents objected. The review upheld the scheme.
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