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Lottery for  hunting licences Utah 1979. Desert bighorn sheep, buffalo 
In many western states of the United States of America, the demand to hunt wildlife
species such as antelope, desert bighorn sheep, and buffalo at the current permit fees is
often far greater than the supply of the species. In the state of Utah, for example, there
were nearly 400 applications for-15 permits to hunt desert bighorn sheep at the $100 fee
in 1979. Also, there were over 2000 applications for 25 permits to hunt buffalo in the Henry
Mountains area of Utah during 1979. These are "once in a lifetime hunts" in that, after
receiving a permit, you are not eligible again. A similar situation arises for permits for
whitewater float trips on many rivers and to backpack in many wilderness areas.  The intensity of desire to hunt can be quite high. One hunter desiring a permit to hunt desert bighorn sheep in Nevada conspired with 22 others to increase his chances in that State's lottery. Although successful, he was later fined $10 000 for the illegal action (from Fish and Wildlife News, U.S. Department  of Interior, February-March, 1980).     

Utah lottery-rationed species hunt—1979
The wildlife species selected for this study were lottery-rationed species of desert bighorn sheep and buffalo in Utah. For both these species, the number of applications at the cur​rent fee are over 25 times greater than the available supply of permits. Only in-state hunters were analyzed in this study because data limitations did not allow the incorpora​tion of out-of-state hunters. The omission is quite small in one sense, since only one bighorn sheep permit (out of 15) and two buffalo permits (out of 25) were available for non-residents. These restrictions on non-resident usage, however, add to the under​valuation of hunting these species.
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