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Division of Wildlife has far many more applicants for big game hunting permits than available permits.5 Table 1 summarizes year 2000 information for selected species.

Table 1

Colorado 2000 Hunting Permit Statistics

   BighornSheep  Moose  MountainGoat   DesertSheep       Bear    Antelope 
Elk

Applicants 
       10,652 
13,085 
     5403 

951             10,113       73,839         26,6299

PermitsIssued
            376 
       79 
       216 

   8                 2969        12,295        15,6762

Applicants/Permits     28.33 
165.63             25            118.9                   3.4          6.0                1.7

The table suggests that big game permits in Colorado are very scare commodities. Colorado uses a fairly complicated queue/lottery system for allocating permits.6 Applicants submit an application form by species in which they indicate their first and second most preferred region from the available regions. In addition to geographic considerations, regions may also differ by the number of permits issued. Permits available in each area are further divided into resident and non-resident. The number of resident permits available in a region exceeds the number of non-resident permits. Applicants are first sorted by area and then by points. Each applicant accumulates points according to the number of years wait and resident/non-resident status. Possible points range from zero to eleven. High point applicants receive first consideration. Permits are awarded by points in descending order until a point category is reached for which the number of permits remaining exceeds the number of applicants in the point category. At this point, permits are allocated by random drawing. Applicants must submit a check for permit fee. The Division of Wildlife returns the checks to all unsuccessful applicants.
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