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The Guardian: Queen hosts pop concert at the palace 
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A scramble began yesterday morning for the free tickets to the Party in the Palace pop event, and a classical concert on the same stage two days earlier on June 1. There are 12,000 "golden tickets" available for each event, where, as the Queen's guests, the concert goers will enjoy a champagne picnic prepared by royal chefs before the entertainment begins. 

The 24,000 free tickets will be allocated by a ballot which will be held in each county after applications have been re ceived over the telephone and online. Tickets available to each county will be proportionate to their populations. 

The concerts are thought to represent the Queen's best bet for engaging the public with her jubilee celebrations and the plan already seems to be working. The BBC, who is producing and broadcasting the concerts, said that the ticket hotline took 60,000 calls and the internet booking site 24,000 hits within the first hour of opening. 

The pop concert, hosted by Ben Elton and Lenny Henry, will be under the creative guidance of Beatles producer Sir George Martin who told the launch at Buckingham Palace yesterday that it would represent the past 50 years of popular music. 

He said: "The artists repre sent the greatest composers and performers of their generation and come not only from this country but our sister nations in the English-speaking world." 

Brian Wilson, a founding member of the Beach Boys, and former members of Queen will also appear. Other performers - speculation has included Brit Award winner Dido and Sting - will be announced at a later date. The palace denied Robbie Williams had rebuffed offers for him to appear, and said he had commitments elsewhere. 

One of the organisers, Nicholas Kenyon, controller of BBC Proms and live events, said: "There will be a spectacular stage created for the two concerts which will make anything else that has previously happened in the gardens of Buckingham Palace look like a tea party." 

The backbone of the classical concert, Prom at the Palace, will be the BBC Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, under the baton of its conductor laureate, Andrew Davis. The two-hour concert will also include a rare performance by the Russian cellist Mstislav Rostropovich and acclaimed soprano Kiri Te Kanawa. 

To make the rush for tickets a little more gainly, they will not be served on a first come first served basis and everyone has an equal chance who applies before the deadline of midnight on Sunday March 17. 

Calls to the hotline from landline phones will cost no more than pounds 1 and the monies accrued will be donated to charity - as will fees for overseas broadcasting rights. 

People can apply for tickets to both concerts but will only be allowed to go to one even if successful in both ballots. It is possible to apply for a maximum of two tickets per person. 

Rowan Atkinson is playing a royal courtier, Sir Osmund Darling-Blackadder, keeper of the Queen's lawn sprinklers, in television adverts for the events. 

As a petty-minded official, he is determined to talk the Queen out of allowing a "scrum" of public into the palace grounds "leaving orange peel everywhere". 

* To apply for tickets telephone 0900 1952 2002 or visit bbc.co.uk/queensconcerts 
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