The Chicago Public Schools (CPS) Lottery Admission System:

The Chicago Public Schools have one of the most extensive school choice programs

available. ( School choice was first instituted in Chicago in response to a 1980 desegregation consent decree with the federal government. The goal of the consent decree was to create schools whose racial composition roughly matched the racial composition of the school system. Since that time, the size and scope of school choice has expanded dramatically.)

 Each student is guaranteed admission to an assigned neighborhood school, but can

also apply to any other CPS school. Indeed, more than half of all high-school students in CPS in 2000 and 2001 exercised their choice and elected not to attend their assigned school. In order to attend a school other than the assigned school, a student must submit an application in the spring of the preceding year. A student must reside within the school district, but does not need to be currently enrolled in CPS in order to submit an application, and there is no restriction placed on the number of applications an individual student can submit. In most cases, if the number of applicants exceeds the number of available positions, randomized lotteries are used to determine the allocation of spots. For a limited number of programs, typically the most selective, admission is based on criteria such as test scores, and lotteries are not used.

For programs using lotteries, there are explicit rules governing the way in which the

lotteries are conducted. Because of desegregation goals and variation in the number of available slots at different grade levels, separate lotteries are conducted for each gender-race-grade combination. A particular school may also house multiple separate magnet programs, each of which would conduct separate lotteries. As a consequence, one school can potentially have a large number of lotteries each year.

Table 1. Chicago public high schools represented in the analysis

(1) School Name

(2) Achievement Rank (percentile) among CPS High Schools

(3) Number of Analysis Lotteries

(4) Number of Lottery Participants

(5) Percentage of Participants Selected

(6) Percentage of Winners Enrolling in the School

(7) Percentage of Students Black or Hispanic

(8) Percentage of Students Receiving Special Education

(1) 

(2) 
(3)
  (4)
 (5)
 (6)
 (7)
 (8)

Chicago Agricultural 
90.0 
 9
   627
17.7 
53.6 
73.7 
12.4

Von Steuben 

89.8 
15 
5,888 
 2.9 
49.4 
44.5 
10.2

Curie Metro 

78.7 
56 
   898 
18.7 
64.7 
78.1 
14.2

Hyde Park Academy 
75.3 
 5 
1,243 
  9.1 
41.1 
99.4 
18.7

Kennedy 

74.6 
 7 
   817 
29.2 
28.2 
55.9 
20.0

George Washington 
72.4 
 5 
   355 
53.0 
18.6 
85.9 
21.2

Taft 


72.3 
16 
 1,881 
27.7 
22.8 
53.4 
17.7

Lake View 

70.9 
 9 
   144 
35.1 
 6.0 
77.8 
15.9

Bogan Tech 

66.1 
12 
3,289 
15.3 
38.7 
86.3 
20.3

Amundsen 

59.3 
 6 
   522 
  5.4 
42.9 
60.8 
18.7

Senn


46.2 
11 
   831 
18.4 
14.7 
75.0 
20.4

Juarez 


45.0 
 5 
   241 
19.5 
12.8 
97.2 
18.4

Roosevelt 

39.4 
16 
   860 
13.8 
13.8 
69.9 
21.6

Wells 


35.4 
 7 
   654 
39.8 
24.7 
92.4 
23.3

Hirsch Metro 

31.4 
 2 
   240 
52.1 
32.0     100.0 
20.4

Corliss 


24.8  
 2 
   365 
43.3 
25.9 
99.9 
30.7

Robeson 

10.0 
 2 
   131 
24.4 
 9.4 
99.8 
29.4

Harper 


 6.2 
 7 
   366 
10.5 
 8.6      100.0 
28.0

Orr 


 2.5 
 2 
   168 
18.5 
22.6 
99.6 
27.7

(Description taken from paper by Julie Berry Cullen, Brian A Jacob and Steven Levitt “The effect of school choice on student outcomes: Evidence from randomized lotteries” Working paper 10113 at www.nber.org/papers/w10113 published November 2003)

