14 Experimental Drug is Prize In a Highly Unusual Lottery
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The New York Times, 7 Jan 1994, Al Tamar Lewin
Berlex Laboratories devised a lottery, the first of its kind, to distribute a new drug, Betaseron, which is the first medicine thought to slow the course of multiple sclerosis.
More than 300,000 people in the United States have multiple sclerosis. To be eligible for the lottery patients had to be certified by their doctors as having a form of the disease where symptoms come and go unpredictably, and must be in the early stages of the disease. This led to 67,000 people entering the lottery; a computer program chose a random order for those to receive the drug. Tests of the drug showed such promising results that approval was sped up, and the company could not produce the drug quickly enough to meet demand.   Speeding up of approval also means that the drug's long term effects have not been properly tested, making it a kind of double lottery. «<========«
C:\3CwmCadno\Ex-L-inuse\14  Drug is Prize In Lottery.doc

