161 Wallingford CT ballot lineup set in Tuesday lottery

By Andrew Ragali Record-Journal Staff

WALLINGFORD — Candidates were placed on the ballot for the Nov. 5 municipal election after a lottery on Tuesday.

By state law, a ballot lottery must be held. Mayor William W. Dickinson Jr. and challenger Jason Zandri, a town councilor, are automatically at top
of the ballot. Below the mayoral candidates, 13 Town Council candidates — seven Republicans and six Democrats — were placed according to
the lottery. Beneath council candidates, 12 Board of Education candidates — six per party — were also randomly placed.

“We put everybody’s name on pieces of paper,” said Republican Registrar of Voters Chet Miller.

Five people took turns picking names out of a hat to establish the ballot order for council and school board.

Town Clerk Barbara Thompson said absentee ballots will be available in the Town Clerk’s office on Oct. 4.

When looking at the ballot, the Republican and Democratic candidates look as if they’re matched against each other, which is not true, Thompson
said.

Town Councilor Craig Fishbein, a Republican, is the only candidate alone on the ballot because of the odd number of Republican council
candidates. Residents may vote for him because they think he’s unopposed, Fishbein said.

“But | would hope I'd receive votes based on my accomplishments,” he added.

In the 2011 municipal election, there were 24,731 registered voters. Of those, a total of 9,783 or 39.5 percent voted, Thompson said.

“For some reason it’s just not a big draw,” Thompson said.

Thompson expects turnout to be slightly higher this year.

The fact that voter turnout is consistently low is an issue, Zandri said.

“It's because people believe that nothing will change,” he said.

As of Aug. 8, 24,997 residents were registered, Miller said.

Of those registered, 7,119 are Democrats, 4,663 are Republicans, 13,123 are unaffiliated and 92 are categorized as other.
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Wallingford (meriden, cT 06450) ballot lineup set in Tuesday lottery

Ballot

Mayor

1A - William Dickinson (R)
1B - Jason Zandri (D)

Town Council

2A - Christine Mansfield (R)
2B - John Sullivan (D)

3A - Bob Parisi (R)

3B - Dana Camp (D)

4A - Ray Rys (R)

4B - Larry Russo Jr. (D)

5A - Thomas Laffin (R)

5B - Vincent F. Testa Jr. (D)
6A - Vincent Cervoni (R)

6B - Nick Economopoulos (D)
7A - John LeTourneau (R)
7B - Debi Reynolds (D)

8A - Craig Fishbein (R)
Board of Education

11A - Christopher Shortell (R)
11B - Patricia F. Mills (D)
12A - Michael Brooder (R)
12B - Patrick Reynolds (D)
13A - Roxane McKay (R)
13B - John Jay Cei (D)

14A - Joe Marrone (R)

14B - Michael J. Votto (D)
15A - Chet Miller (R)

15B - Kathy Castelli (D)
16A- Karen Hlavec (R)

16B - Lorraine S. Connelly (D)

http://www.myrecordjournal.com/wallingford/wallingfordnews/2345300-129/wallingford-ballot-

lineup-set-in-tuesday-lottery.html
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