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(not much info on details of lottery here: can anyone help?)

In May 1994, the Israeli Ministry of Education and Government approved TASCP as a two-year

experiment to be implemented in the city’s school district 9. It was the first choice program in the

country since the 1968 education reform that enacted compulsory integration in grades 7–9.2 TASCP was a response to the dissatisfaction of parents with students’ outcomes and the lack of school choice and its objectives were to lower the dropout rate and increase the matriculation rate of disadvantaged students. The choice program was designed to give disadvantaged students access to better schools, to facilitate a better match between students and schools, and to motivate school productivity improvements through competition and enhanced accountability. District 9 includes sixteen public primary schools, twelve secular and four religious. Until 1994, students at five secular primary schools were bused to one of five secondary schools in the northern parts of the city (Districts 1–4). Students at the other seven secular primary schools were assigned to one

of the two secondary schools in District 9. From September 1994, school choice was offered to all

primary-school graduates in District 9. Each sixth grader could choose among five secondary schools, three in District 9 and two in Districts 1–4. The set of choices offered to each student depended only on the primary school attended. School registration could was held at home thorough the internet or at parent information centers where students and parents could confer with parent liaisons and student assignment officers about the various educational programs available. School visits were also encouraged. Each parent/student submitted his preferred school choice in rank order. If the demand for a particular school was greater than the number of spaces available, students were assigned to schools in a manner that maintained socio-economic balance that matched the respective makeup of the city. However, the city reports that in the first year of the program 90 percent of students received their first choice, others their second choice; in the second year the respective rates was even higher; since 2003 excess demand is resolved by a lottery. Each of the eight receiving schools in Districts 1–4 received additional funding for each student who opted out of District 9, increasing average expenditure per student by 12 percent. However, the secondary schools in District 9 also received a similar increase in per student funding. Subsidized transportation was provided to students who opted out but not to students who preferred neighborhood schools. The experiment was expanded to District 8 three years later and to the rest of the city from the fourth year .
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